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Some have said that once Lincoln was at Gettysburg he inguired

bo ay'
L — about the order of the next day's program, and then wrote the

address in the Wills House. Regardless of when, who, what,--

N i . on the Gettysburg Add -5 : T 41
' Good day everyone...it's a beautiful day in Pennsylvania. J g hddress—-and both the reception and the

derision heaped upon it, tradition tells us that the crowd was

; . thrilled by it--having heard 3 P o D
Abraham Lincoln had the blood of Pennsylvania in his veins-- ' v aving hesxd the great oravor, Adward Lverett,

declaim for two hours before the P id 's si
his forbears were native to Berks County; and his most famous e President's simple speech

N must have been a relief f i . i
words, despite Douglas debates and inaugural addresses and p £ WOLELIR, BLNG REeE Tpet. R

_ ) finished, he turned to Everett i
proclamations--they were declared on the soil of Pennsylvania-- ’ » On this gray November day and

rrasping his hand, said, "I "
some 272 words softly delivered at Gettysburg. On November 18, e v ek congratulate you on your success".

) The famous orator gratefull i B . 16
this now beloved president of the United States left Washington. i W BERAS "Wy 1. Brenltent, Suw

ladly would I exchange all my hundreds of
The special train pulled into Gettysburg on the aark of that * J - SIS TS Wt i

the author of your twenty lines". The
day. Lincoln passed the night at the home of David Wills, who ¥ o . B TeIoRieeot e wle Womas

uttered by Lincoln on this day 10 s i ari -
was named special representative of Governor Andrew G. Curtin. ¥ d # RS BRI R Sl

delphia papers was identical in ever - i ii
Wills was the most active agent in the establishment of this . a e

by the Associated Press. However, despite the i
soldier's cemetery at Gettysburg--to honor the dead of the ’ p emotion on the

field, the derision of some people, the forgetf
battle that had occurred only four months before. On the way, L POOpLe, getfulness of the

hordes at Gettysburg; not until the war ended d
the train was telegraphed that the President would have to make “ y g B and the great

: leader haa fallen did the nation realize that the Gett
a few remarks. This was Lincoln's first notification of the e Gettysburg

' ‘ Address had given immortality to the communit -
fact. So he took up pencil and wrote the address. He asked = el W, W e

lvenia and to America; eloguence in it impl
Secretary of State Seward, who was later to purchase Alaska, ‘ i » Bt R e SRR

) form. I shall have further to say to i j .

for the brown paper which Seward had removed from a package of y tomorrow on this subject

books. General James Fry noted in his later notes that Lincoln

was busy and that no-one nac seen him even write-or prepare the

simple speech. Actually historians who later checked with ) :
This is Pete Wambach. It's a beautiful day in Pennsylvania.

private secretaries concluded that there was no record that

Lincoln even had time to do so. But somehow he did it...perhaps,

historians note that the words were never even written down until

Lincoln had arrived at Gettysburg or even at the cemetery grounds.



